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After 14 years away from her homeland, Salomé is forced to return to Cape Verde to
see her dying brother. During her stopover at Lisbon airport, Agueda a cleaning lady
recognizes Salomé as "Mila", her childhood friend. Agueda invites Salomé to leave
the airport and spend the stopover at her home, with the women of her family. The
neighborhood transports her on a spiritual journey, whose destination unfurls a

painful bond with her homeland.
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Denise Fernandes

Denise Fernandes was born in Lisbon in 1990 from Cape Verdean parents and she

was raised in southern Switzerland. In 2011 she graduated in film directing and
production at the International Conservatory of Audiovisual Sciences in Lugano
(CISA). In the same year, her diploma short film Una Notte debuted at the 64th
edition of the Locarno FILM Festival. From 2011 to 2013, she studies filmmaking at
Cuba's International School of Film and TV (EICTV), where she directs Pan Sin
Mermelada, which deserves the nomination of Upcoming Talent at the Solothurn
Festival and Idyllium, awarded at the Winterthur International Festival. She is
currently preparing her first feature film, Hanami, set in Cape Verde. Hanami was
selected from 70 projects for the Solothurn Talent Lab 2016 and awarded the Best
First Project by the Swiss Society of Authors (SSA).

Filmography:

2020 NHA MILA

Portugal, Switzerland, 2020, FIC, DCP, Colour, 18'30"
2013 IDYLLIUM

FIC, HD, Colour, 14'
2012 PAN SIN MERMELADA

FIC, HD, Colour, 12'
2011 UNA NOTTE

FIC, HD, Colour, 28'
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